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APPENDIX C

Letters from Maliadji Purandare to Balaji and Sadashivrao. It
throws much light on the state of the court at the close of Shahu's
reign. (Parasnis papers*)

To Nana (Balaji) and Bhao (Sadashivrao) Peshwa    After compliments,
about His Highness' health,

In the aftomuon His Highness feels i'eveush and ethau&ted His btomach
ii all covered with the juice of the marking nut (an application to lelieve pain)
Though His Highness' health is so poor, the two Banisaie daily quanelliug. This
so pains His Highness that he exclaims "It would be itir better, if (Jod would end
my life*" His flightless neglects his health He listens to no one (iovindiao
and Yeshwanti'ao spoke nbout it to His Highness, but he did not answci Fiona
time to time he says "What purpose, does my life serve'"

Last "Wednesday Nagojirao Keshavrao was nt the court. Kaghoram's men put
to death a certain debtoi. His Highness heard the case and then he observed, "Tf
my servants and guards had been involved and had put Appaji Raghunath to death,
what conld I have done' It is useless to count on my support or my power
The two Ranis are now supreme I have no powei to stop them from doing
anything they want to They havu <*ausud a quunol between the Kasavs (bangle-
sellers) and the ParaLs (a caste), The grocers have all gone on strike and we
cannot dissuade thorn. When the grocers leave the town perhaps the Ranis wfll
give way. If we (tamiftt gft any grocery, the maids must cook us a dinner but w<*
do not want to get mixed up in the quarrels of the two shrews We wanted to see
Gajrabai living happily with her husband. But the elder Kani threatens her son-
in-law. From this her behaviour toward? otheis may be judged. We have become
powerless." These were His Highness' words. In short His Highness is powerless
against his Ranis. Such is the state of things heie. For the last throe or lour
days the money -lenders are visiting the palace, "We arc bankrupt" they shout,
"We want our money." His Highness frars that if they sit dharna* he will be at
his wit's end. Both the Ranis keep talking alwut the king's debts and the money-
lenders. Bad times are coming. We must wait and see how the IlamV quarrels
wlU end.

*To sit dhaina is to starve on^selJLuntil one's debt is paid.